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Comments attached to the Group’s Questionnaire submission

We take issue with the comment on page 6 of the Core Strategies: Summary of the 

Supplementary Issue and Options Paper (November 2006):

Water supply is a regional issue and not one acknowledged by the Panel to restrain growth at Hemel Hempstead.

This is not to acknowledge the situation that:

· this area is one of the worst affected areas in the country for a shrinking aquifer;

· there is no realistic expectation that future rainfall will ever get back to previous levels.

The EERA Modified Text of draft RSS 10.1 states:

The East of England is the driest region in England and one of the fastest growing.  Water resource availability is limited and there are alreadysupply demand issues in parts of the region…  Under predicted scenarios for climate change, more frequent drought conditions are expected, leading to increased pressure on water resources.

On the map of groundwater vulnerability, page 266, Hemel Hempstead and Dacorum, major and minor aquifers are shown as being constrained by groundwater vulnerability.  

This finding supports the DBC’s commitment to sustainable development; the proposed housing numbers for both Hemel Hempstead and Dacorum and also for St Albans would make this impossible.  This area in the West Area of the Thames Region already uses more of the rain that fills rivers and groundwaters than any other region.  There is no guarantee that this level of use of public water supply will change.  Eco features, if any, in new building, will not compensate for the increased consumption.  Nor can the true nature of chalk stream rivers, their unique rarity value and wildlife, be maintained with more abstraction.  Many of the proposed sites would degrade the ring of green space and public open land established place by the DBC.

The DEF Water Group comments support the DBC in resisting the increase in housing development proposed by the Panel, recognising that it is only considering water issues within the complexity of the Local Plan.  To paraphrase Three Valleys Water, a huge projected increase in housing development with associated lifestyle, climate change and future population growth spells severe water shortage.
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